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Teg Bahadur was pleased at his son's precocious
wisdom and sent him five paise and a coconut as a
sign of his appointment to the Guruship.
Since neither tortures nor imprisonment affected
the resolution of the Guru, the emperor threatened
to put him to death, unless he either renounced his
faith or proved his saintship by working a miracle.
The Guru refused to do either. 'I will never aban-
don my faith/ he said, 'I want no honour in this
life; I want honour hereafter.' The emperor at
once ordered his execution. The Guru was taken
from his cage and publicly beheaded. The head fell
under the executioner's stroke into the lap of a
faithful disciple. A storm of dust arose and under
cover of it, the Sikh ran with the head as fast as he
could to Anandpur. Shortly afterwards five Sikhs
took the saint's body in a cart and secretly burnt it
inside their houses, The houses caught fire and hid
their act. They collected the Guru's charred bones,
put them in a copper pot and buried them. The
spot is now covered by the shrine of Rakab Ganj.
Teg Bahadur's head was cremated at Anandpur.
As it burnt, the Sikhs sang the hymns composed by
the dead man and praised his kindly, noble nature.
In due course Gobind Rai was proclaimed the tenth
and as it turned out the last Guru. He summed up
his dead father's merits in the following fine lines :
'Having broken his potsherd on the head of the king
of Delhi, he departed to Paradise.
'No one else who has come into this world has acted
like Teg Bahadur.
'There was weeping for him in the whole world, but
there was rejoicing in Paradise.'